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DARTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
6 Victoria  Road, 
BARNSLEY 

November,  1960 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Darton  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Empsall  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 

The  statistics  were  generally  vary  favourable.  1 he 
infant  death  rate  was  the  lowest  in  the  history  of  the  Urban 
District  with  a rate  of  only  9 per  1,000  live  births.  This  is 
particularly  gratifying  since  it  was  combined  with  a reduction 
m the  number  of  stillbirths.  The  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  was  within  average  limits  except  that  1 feel  note 
should  be  made  of  the  tendency  for  more  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  to  occur  year  by  year.  1 his  disease  nevei  reaches 
epidemic  proportions,  but  over  the  past  four  years  the 
incidence  has  steadily  risen.  This  may  be  associated  with 
the  organism  becoming  resistant  to  many  ol  the  antibiotics. 
It  was  pleasing  to  report  that  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis 
occurred  during  the  year,  and  progress  in  vaccination  against 
the  disease  was  maintained.  Immunisation  and  vaccination 
against  other  diseases,  although  showing  some  improvement, 
could  certainly  be  increased.  1 his  particularly  relates  to 
1 )iphtheria  Immunisation. 

1 would  hike  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the 
support  and  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
health  of  the  district,  my  divisional  health  staff  for  their 
willing  assistance  and  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Mr.  1.  Fieldhouse,  for  his  help  and  loyal  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DARTON 
SECTION  I 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 
mid  1959  


4,726  acres 
14,740 


No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 
Book  on  the  31st  December,  1959  ....  4,527 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1959  ....  £119,100 
Nett  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (1959-60)  £460  3 8.25d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  at  mid  1959 
was  14,740  as  compared  with  14,680  at  mid  1958.  The  natural 
increase  of  population  showing  the  number  of  births  over 
deaths  was  91  as  compared  with  94  for  the  previous  year. 


Live  Births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  102  116  218 

Illegitimate  1 3 4 


103  119  222 


1 he  number  of  live  births  registered  was  13  less  than  in 
1958.  As  for  the  previous  years  the  Registrar  General 
supplied  a comparability  factor  which  relates  the  proportion 
of  women  in  the  district  of  child-bearing  age  with  the 
proportion  of  women  in  a standard  population.  The  crude 
birth  tate  multiplied  by  this  figure  gives  an  adjusted  birth 
rate  which  is  comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for  the  country 
as  a whole.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  your  district  last 
yeai  was  14.7  per  1,000  estimated  population  compared  with 
5-7  Per  1,000  estimated  population  in  1958  and  with  16.5  per 
1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 


Stillbirths 

incotlllS1,rths  WCre  notified  last  year  as  compared  with  6 
>n  1958.  I he  stillbirth  rate  was  17.7  per  1.000  total  births 
as  compared  with  24.9  per  1,000  total  births  in  1958  and  with 
20.7  per  1,000  total  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

The  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the  crude  death  rate 
multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  w^as  12.3  per  1,000 


estimated  population  as  compared  with  12.9  per  1,000  esti- 
mated population  in  1958  and  with  11.6  per  1,000  estimated 
population  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  135  deaths 
among  the  inhabitants  of  your  district  during  the  year,  6 less 
than  for  the  previous  year. 

I he  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical 
importance  were:  heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  respiratory 
diseases  and  cancer.  Statistics  relating  to  death  rates  and 
the  causes  and  ages  at  death  are  given  in  tabular  form  at 
the  end  of  the  section  on  vital  statistics. 


Infant  Mortality  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  2 infant  deaths  in  your  area  in  1959  with  an 
Infant  Death  rate  of  9.0  per  1,000  live  births,  as  compared 
with  17.0  per  1,000  live  births  in  1958,  and  with  22.0  per 


1,000  live  births 

for 

England  and  Wales.  2 

deaths  occurred 

within  the  neo-natal 

period,  and  I give  below  the  distribution 

of  Infant  Death 

s in 

age  groups. 

Total 

Total 

Under  1 — 2 3 — 4 

under 

under 

Cause  of  Death 

1 week  weeks  weeks 

4 weeks 

1 year 

Congenital  Defect 

1 

1 

1 

Prematurity 



1 

1 

1 

TOTAL  2 

2 

2 

Deaths  in 

Live 

Still  first  week 

Peri-natal 

Y ear 

Birth 

s Births  of  life 

Death  Rate 

1955 

198 

5 2 

34.4 

1956 

245 

15  10 

96.1 

1957 

215 

5 5 

45.4 

1958 

235 

6 2 

33.1 

1959 

222 

4 2 

26.5 

I am  particularly  pleased  to  report  the  lowest  infant 
mortality,  the  lowest  stillbirth  rate  and  the  lowest  peri-natal 
mortality  rate  since  my  records  began.  It  is  perhaps  unwise 
to  be  very  optimistic  about  these  figures  since  experience  in 
recent  years  has  shown  that  these  relatively  small  figures 
in  these  statistics  to  tend  to  vary  considerably  from  year  to 
year.  Nevertheless,  this  is  a very  real  reduction  and  I am 
very  happy  about  the  position. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 
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DEATHS  IN 

AGE  GROUPS 

Male6  Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  

1 

1 

2 

1-  5 years  

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

— 

10-15  years  

— 

— 

— 

15-20  years  

2 

— 

2 

20-25  years  

1 

— 

1 

25-35  vears  

1 

— 

1 

35-45  years  

4 

3 

7 

45-55  years  

6 

5 

11 

55-65  years  

13 

10 

23 

65-70  years  

16 

7 

23 

70-75  years  

10 

7 

17 

75-80  vears  

9 

11 

20 

80-85  years  

3 

17 

20 

85-90  years  

2 

5 

7 

90  vears  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS  

68 

67 

135 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures 


Darton 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

West 

Riding 

England 

and 

Wales 

Urban 

Urban 

Admin. 

(prov. 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  : 

Crude  

15.1 

16.1 

16.5 

16.5 

Adjusted  

14.7 

16.2 

16.7 

16.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  

9.2 

12.4 

11.6 

11.6 

Adjusted  

12.3 

13.0 

12.7 

11.6 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Venereal  Diseases 

0.04 

0.04 

Not 

available 

Tuberculosis  : 

Respiratory  

— 

0.08 

0.07 

0.08 

Other  

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

All  forms  

— 

0.09 

0.08 

0.09 

Cancer  

1.36 

2.12 

1.99 

2.14 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
svstem 

1.49 

1.96 

1.81 

Not 

available 

Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases 

3.19 

4.68 

4.31 

Not 

available 

Respiratory  diseases 

1.76 

1.55 

1.44 

Not 

available 

Maternal  Mortality 



0.41 

0.36 

0.38 

Infant  Mortality  

9.0 

24.0 

24.0 

22.0 

Stillbirths 

17.7 

19.7 

20.4 

20.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1959 


Males  Females  Total 


1.  Tuberculosis — respiratory  

2.  Tuberculosis — other  

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

8.  Measles  ......  

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

16.  Diabetes  

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  

22.  Influenza  

23.  Pneumonia  

24.  Bronchitis  

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  LHcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

29.  Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate  

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformation 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents  

35.  Suicide  

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  


3 - 3 

5 - 5 

— 1 1 

4 7 11 

1 1 
9 13  22 

12  10  22 

3 2 5 

4 14  18 

1 1 2 

2 1 3 

6 5 11 

9 2 11 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

— 1 1 


2—2 
4 5 9 

1 1 
1 3 4 

1 - 1 


68  67  135 
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SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer  of 
the  Council  but  is  engaged  on  whole-time  Public  Health  work, 
being  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  surrounding 
districts  and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Division  No. 
25  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  Two  Public  Health 
inspectors  are  employed  by  the  Council. 


General  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  are  given 
below.  Their  administration  rests  with  the  Leeds  and  Shef- 
field Hospital  Boards  through  the  local  hospital  management 
committees. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

2.  General  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

3.  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  The  Linited  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with 
the  hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulance  for  the  service. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals  : 

St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

Manygates  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

Hie  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Maternity  Hospital,  Leeds,  were  also  available  for  abnormal 
obstetric  cases. 


Tuberculosis 

Most  patients  suffering  from  the  disease  are  admitted  to 
the  Wath  Wood  Sanatorium,  and  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  Chest  Physician  who  holds  out-patients’  sessions 
at  the  Chest  Clinic,  46  Church  Street,  Barnslev.  Details  of 
sessions  are  as  follows : 
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Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


10.0  a.m.  lo  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Darton  patients  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Address:  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Queen’s  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  in  Sheffield,  Wakefield  and 
Rotherham  and  a patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is 
at  liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment 
is  completely  confidential. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Methodist  Chapel, 
Gawber,  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  Darton  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Station  Road,  Darton.  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
at  the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Staincross,  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
All  clinics  are  held  weekly.  Further  details  are  given  in  the 
County  Services  section. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Darton  Clinic  was 
accommodated  in  temporary  premises  whilst  the  County 
Council  carried  out  very  extensive  adaptations  to  the  existing 
clinic.  The  reconditioned  clinic  was  re-opencd  early  in  1960. 


Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Wakefield — a national  service  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is  equipped 
to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations, 
and  a complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and  report 
furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  depot  for  your  area  being  at  Hoyland, 
Telephone  No.  Hoyland  3168  and  Hoyland  2112. 
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SECTION  III 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  your 
district  in  1959  amounted  to  185  cases,  as  compared  with  195 


in  the  previous  year. 

No.  of 
Cases 
notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Died 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

16 

— 

Lobar  Pneumonia  .... 

6 

r 

0 

— 

Measles 

119 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  .... 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS  .... 

185 

24 

— 

The  age  distribution  of  the  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following-  table  : 


Under  1-4  5-14  15-24  24-44  45-64  65  and 

1 yr.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  over 

Scarlet  Fever  — 11  30  2 — — — 

Pneumonia  — — — — 3 2 1 

Measles  7 66  45  1 — — — 


Meningococcal  Infection  1 — — — 

Dysentery  1 3 2 2 1 — — 

Paratyphoid  — 1 

Food  Poisoning  — — \ 1 

Erysipelas  — — 1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — — 1 l 


TOTALS  9 82  78  6 5 3 2 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  DARTON 
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1950 

37 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

7 

— 

11 

4 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1 

101 

389 

6 

1951 

25 

— 

5 

— 

3 

— 

7 

— 

16 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

— 

42 

71 

— 

1952 

28 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

13 

— 

12 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

41 

198 

1 

1953 

17 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

5 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

57 

135 

2 

1954 

17 

1 

— 

6 

2 

— 

2 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

31 

36 

— 

1955 

11 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

6 

— 

10 

1 

— 

— 

8 

2 

— 

66 

385 

— 

1956 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

11 

— 

18 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20 

13 

— 

1957 

15 



— 

— 

3 

2 

7 

— 

2 

2 

242 

1 

1958 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

53 

85 

9 

1959 

43 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

119 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

43  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  last  year  as 
compared  with  36  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  highest 
number  of  cases  since  1949  and,  although  the  increased 
number  must  give  cause  for  some  disquiet,  the  disease  was 
sporadic  in  nature  and  well  distributed  throughout  the 
district.  The  disease  remained  mild  by  comparison  with  pre- 
war Scarlet  Fever  and  in  general  it  amounted  to  Tonsillitis 
plus  a rash.  16  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  more 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  isolation  at  home  than  the 
severity  of  the  disease. 

Measles 

119  cases  of  Measles  occurred  last  year  as  compared 
with  85  in  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  the  cases 
occurred  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  showing  a con- 
tinuance of  the  wave  which  aflfected  the  district  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  previous  year. 

Smallpox 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  year.  1 he 
number  of  infants  vaccinated  was  72  as  compared  with  103 
in  the  previous  year.  This  represents  31%  of  the  infant 
population  as  compared  with  43%  in  the  previous  year.  Tt 
is  a great  pity  that  mothers  do  not  take  advantage  of 
Smallpox  Vaccination,  especially  as  protection  in  respect  ot 
other  diseases  has  continued  to  rise. 
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Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 
There  was  one  case  of  Whooping  Cough  compared  with 
53  cases  of  the  disease  during  1958.  In  1959,  216  children, 
representing  94.3%  of  the  under-one  population,  were  im- 
munised against  Whooping  Cough,  compared  with  215  and 
91%  respectively  during  the  previous  year.  This  is  obviously 
a very  satisfactory  state  of  afifairs  and  one  which  1 am  sure 
will  pay  dividends  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  position  with  regard  to  Diphtheria  immunisation  is 
a very  mixed  one.  The  overall  figure  shows  a slight  decrease 
from  67.1  to  66.2%  of  all  children  between  the  ages  of  0-14 
years.  There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  pre-school  age 
group  of  10%  to  59.5%,  whilst  the  number  of  children  in  the 
school  age  group  fell  from  74.3%  to  68.2%.  My  impression 
is  that  the  fall  in  this  age  group  is  largely  due  to  the 
concentrated  effort  which  has  been  made  on  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination,  and  since  an  interval  has  to  occur  between  this 
and  Diphtheria  Immunisation,  often  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
has  not  been  offered  as  promptly  as  hitherto  has  been  possible. 

I hope  that  this  state  of  affairs  will  be  remedied  in  the  coming 
year. 

In  addition  to  the  figures  given  above,  156  infants  were 
immunised  against  Tetanus,  representing  68%  of  the  infant 
population.  The  system  of  issuing  cards  to  parents  of  such 
children  was  instituted  in  order  to  do  away  with  the  necessity 
for  A.T.S.  injections  following  accidents.  It  is  most  import- 
ant that  parents  should  be  in  a position  to  show  these  cards 
to  any  family  or  hospital  doctor  so  that  he  may  know  the 
state  of  immunisation  of  the  child. 


Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 
Immunisation,  once  again,  went  ahead,  very  satisfactorily. 
During  the  year  862  children,  768  young  persons  and  23 
expectant  mothers  were  immunised  with  two  doses.  This 
brings  the  total  for  Darton  to  2,894,  comprising  2,054  children, 
789  young  persons  and  49  expectant  mothers  plus  2 others. 
Of  this  grand  total  1,210  have  received  a third  dose.  The 
third  doses  were  given  entirely  during  1959. 

Food  Poisoning 

2 cases  were  reported  during  the  vcar.  No  causative 
agent  was  discovered. 
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Tuberculosis 

There  were  two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  1 uberculosis 
during  the  year  and  no  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  5 and  Nil  respectively 
during  the  previous  year.  I am  happy  to  report  that  no 
death  occurred  from  the  disease  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS— Record  of  Cases  during  1959 


No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  1st  [anuary, 

1959  . 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 

during  the  year  

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register 
No.  of  cases  added  to  register  otherwise 

than  by  notification  

No.  removed  to  other  districts  

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

register  

No.  died  from  disease  

No.  died  from  other  causes 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

38 

2 

28 

8 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— — 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

Total  at  end  of  1959 


39  29  8 5 


TUBERCULOSIS— New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1959 


Age  Periods 

0-  1 year 

1-  5 years 
5-10  years 

10-15  years 
15-20  years 
20-25  years 
25-35  years 
35-45  years 
45-55  years 
55-65  years 
65  vears  and  over 


NEW  CASES 
Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


1 

1 


DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Totals 


2 


SECTION  IV 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Darton  Urban  District  Council  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Empsall  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  record  the  details  of 
yet  another  twelve  months’  work  in  relation  to  those  public 
health  matters  which  are  dealt  with  by  my  Department. 

This  is  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report. 

The  Committee  met  eleven  times  during  1959  and  passed 
136  Resolutions  for  subsequent  approval  by  the  Council. 

With  regard  to  Slum  Clearance,  26  houses  were  de- 
molished, 6 were  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  tenants  of  a further  11  slum  houses  had 
the  promise  of  being  re-housed  as  soon  as  the  new  bungalows 
at  Broad  Royd  Head  were  completed. 

The  Committee  were  not  quite  so  active  on  Rent  Act 
matters  in  1959  as  in  the  previous  year  but  they  were  very 
active  in  the  Summertime  on  an  Anti-litter  drive  which, 
although  quite  successful,  did  not  receive  the  amount  of 
publicity  it  deserved  owing  to  the  Printers’  strike. 

The  Clean  Air  stalemate  continued  as  it  may  do  for  a 
very  long  time  until  the  question  of  the  miners’  concessionary 
coal  is  settled,  but  that  did  not  prevent  the  Council  from 
approving  in  September  a recommendation  of  the  Health 
Committee  to  join  with  neighbouring  authorities  in  the 
formation  of  the  Barnsley  and  District  Clean  Air  Committee. 
Incidentally  the  Health  Committee  also  recommended  the 
Council  to  subscribe  to  another  organisation  which  could 
become  very  active  in  health  matters— that  of  the  Noise 
Abatement  Society. 

Nothing  spectacular  happened  in  the  field  of  Food 
\ gienc  except  that  all  shops  were  supplied  with  new  notices 
which  replaced  the  old  ones  asking  customers  not  to  bring 
dogs  into  premises  where  food  is  sold.  “Wash  your  hands” 
notices  were  also  distributed  to  food  premises  and  a supply 
of  the  nevy  hygiene  codes  issued  by  the  Minister  was  obtained 
and  issued  to  all  butchers  in  the  area. 


The  new  snow  clearance  organisation  was  finalised  during 
the  year,  which  will  mean  that  the  ratepayers  of  Darton  will 
now  enjoy  better  service  because  of  the  more  up-to-date 
methods  which  we  have  introduced.  Public  Cleansing  work 
continued  uneventfully  during  the  year,  maintaining  our 
excellent  bin  service  and  slightly  improving  our  street 
sweeping  services.  A further  step  in  the  anti-litter  drive 
was  made  when  the  Council  purchased  their  first  twelve  litter 
bins.  The  collections  of  salvage  were  maintained  at  the  same 
tonnage  yield  as  last  year  but  with  a slight  decrease  in 
income  owing  to  a reduction  in  the  sale  price  of  waste 
paper. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  year  to  me 
personally  was  the  support  which  the  Committee  gave  me  in 
my  new  venture  on  Health  Education.  The  purchase  by  the 
Council  of  a projector  and  screen  enabled  me  to  compile  a 
colour  slide  “album”  of  a public  health  inspector’s  duties, 
which  secured  for  me  several  enjoyable  engagements  to  show 
to  various  public  and  private  gatherings  throughout  the  area. 

Many  and  varied  were  the  other  duties  which  the  Com- 
mittee performed  during  1959  in  matters  more  of  a routine 
nature  such  as  the  granting  of  slaughtermen’s  licences  and 
designated  milk  licences;  the  registration  of  food  hawkers 
and  their  premises;  the  registration  of  factories;  the  work 
on  milk  and  ice-cream  sampling,  rodent  control,  hairdressers’ 
establishments  etc.  full  details  of  which  appear  in  the  body 
of  the  Report. 

The  year  ended  as  we  all  know  on  a very  sad  note  with 
the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Smith  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council.  The  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  myself 
will  miss  the  valuable  guidance  he  gave  to  us,  and  T would 
like  to  pay  tribute  to  a very  respected  colleague  whose  work 
very  often  facilitated  that  of  our  own  in  our  Committee  and 
other  duties. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

( 1 ) Nuisances  and  Complaints 

402  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during 
1959,  and  507  nuisances  wrere  discovered.  As  a result  of  the 
official  action  taken  585  nuisances  were  found  to  have  been 
abated  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this  figure  includes,  of  course, 
the  abatement  of  many  nuisances  outstanding  from  the 
previous  year. 
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(2)  Notices  served  and  abated 

351  Informal  Notices  were  served  affecting  412  premises. 
359  Informal  Notices  were  abated  affecting  431  premises. 
17  Statutory  Notices  were  served  affecting  13  premises. 
31  Statutory  Notices  were  abated  affecting  24  premises. 


(3)  Rodent  Control 

The  following  shows  the  action  taken  in  1959  to  comply 
with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949: — 


Sewer  Tests  (annually) 

Total  No.  of  manholes  in  the  district  ... 
No.  of  manholes  tested  (10%  yearly) 
No.  of  manholes  found  to  be  infested 


527 

52 

10 


Sewer  Treatments  (twice  yearly) 

No.  of  manholes  treated  with  poison  baits 
No.  of  manholes  showing  poison  “takes”  ... 


116 

38 


Refuse  Tips,  Sewage  Works  etc.  (Local  authority  owned) 

No.  of  premises  treated  5 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  9 

No.  of  poison  baits  laid  182 

No.  of  poison  “takes”  125 


Dwellinghouses  etc. 

No.  of  premises  treated 
No.  of  poison  baits  laid 
No.  of  poison  “takes” 


42 

212 

113 


Business  Premises 

No.  of  premises  treated 
No.  of  poison  baits  laid 
No.  of  poison  “takes” 


10 

146 

55 


Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  particularly  with  the  work  under- 
taken in  the  sewers. 


Insect  Pests 

The  Department  was  very  active  during  the  exceptionally 
hot  and  dry  summer  of  1959  in  advising  householders  on  the 
eradication  of  insect  pests  and  the  supplying  of  powder  and 
liquid  insecticides  for  this  purpose. 


Clean  Air 

The  following  table  shows  the  monthly  readings  of  the 
appaiatus  sited  at  the  Council  Offices  for  recording  rainfall, 
atmospheric  pollution  and  acid  content  in  the  air  we  breathe. 


14 


Month 

DEPOSIT  GAUGE 

Amount  of  Rain-  Tons  of  deposit 
fall  in  inches  per  square  mile 

LEAD  PEROXIDE 
INSTRUMENT 

Amount  of  Acid  in 
atmosphere 

(Milligrammes  of  Su'phur 
Trioxide  per  100  souare 
centimetres  per  day) 
(over  2.0  is  excessive) 

J anuary 

2.07 

10.03 

1.90 

February 

0.12 

4.26 

1.19 

March 

1.09 

11.51 

1.49 

April 

3.58 

14.53 

1.23 

May 

0.52 

6.85 

1.02 

I une 

1.71 

5.00 

0.68 

July 

1.76 

8.19 

1.31 

August 

0.47 

6.01 

0.70 

September 

0.05 

8.12 

0.95 

October 

1.92 

11.24 

1.02 

November 

3.32 

11.58 

1.00 

December 

3.99 

10.60 

1.13 

TOTALS 

20.60 

107.92 

13.62 

It  is  always  interesting  to  compare  the  figures  of  previous 
years  with  those  of  the  present,  and  in  the  case  of  atmospheric 
pollution  it  is  significant  that  the  amount  of  soot  deposits 
per  square  mile  has  decreased  from  175  tons  in  1955  to  107 
tons  in  1959.  This  does  not  mean  we  should  relax  in  our 
efforts  to  secure  a much  cleaner  atmosphere  for  the  people 
of  Darton.  On  the  contrary  the  Council,  1 am  pleased  to 
record,  would  unhesitatingly  seek  the  establishment  of  smoke 
control  areas  if  the  vexed  problem  of  miners’  concessionary 
coal  could  be  satisfactorily  solved. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

The  department  continues  to  work  in  full  co-operation 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  successful 
attempts  to  prevent  serious  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  and 
infectious  diseases.  When  cases  are  notified  we  visit  the 
homes  of  the  patients,  obtain  full  particulars  for  report  to 
Dr.  Barnes,  disinfect  the  house  and  in  cases  of  food  poisoning 
obtain  samples  of  faeces,  food  etc.  for  examination  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  95  such  samples  were  taken  in 
1959. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 

The  following  table  shows  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  Darton  at  the  end  of  1959,  and  when  compared  with  the 
figures  for  1958  alongside,  an  indication  of  the  progress  made 
in  the  last  twelve  months  to  secure  improved  environmental 
hygiene  is  apparent. 
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Water  Supplies 

No.  of  dwellings  on  mains  water  supply  .... 
No.  of  dwellings  on  spring  water  supplies  .... 

Closet  Accommodation 

No.  of  waterclosets  in  the  district 

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  waterclosets  .... 

No.  of  privies  in  the  district  

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  privies  

No.  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  pail  closets 

Refuse  Receptacles 

No.  of  refuse  bins  in  the  district  

No.  of  middens  in  the  district  

Drainage  Conditions 

No.  of  cesspools  in  the  district  

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  cesspools  

No.  of  septic  tanks  in  the  district 

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  septic  tanks  .... 
No.  of  dwellings  not  connected  to  sewer  .... 
No.  of  other  premises  not  connected  to  sewer 

Bathroom  Accommodation 

No.  of  dwellings  with  bathrooms  


1959  1958 

4,524  4,518 
3 4 


5,139  5,098 
4,494  4,489 
4 4 

4 4 

35  35 

31  32 


4,745  4,730 
4 4 


8 8 

9 10 

23  22 

42  40 

84  84 

15  14 


3,111  3,071 


HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Housing  Accommodation 

No.  of  privately-owned  dwellinghouses 
No.  of  Council-owned  dwellinghouses  .... 
No.  of  dwellings  with  shop  attached 

No.  of  dwellings  at  farms  

No.  of  dwellings  at  licensed  premises  .... 


3,093 

1,303 

74 

32 

25 


Total  No.  of  dwellings  in  the  area  ....  4,527 


Houses  built  in  1959 

No  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  in  1959  but  steps 
were  taken  to  secure  new  sites  in  preparation  for  a continua- 
tion of  the  Council’s  proposals  to  provide  replacements  for 
unfit  houses  throughout  the  area.  16  houses  were  built  bv 
private  enterprise. 

Moveable  dwellings 

im-rf  (^we^'n8  the  trailer  caravan  type  has  been  licensed 
in  1959  but  several  such  dwellings  have  made  spasmodic 
visits  to  the  area  in  greater  numbers  than  in  past  years. 
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The  existence  of  such  dwellings  provides  no  serious  difficulties 
but  a careful  watch  is  kept  on  them  to  prevent  their  stay  on 
one  site  being  extended  longer  than  the  Public  Health  Act 
allows. 

Repairs  to  Houses 

My  department  has  been  actively  engaged  throughout 
the  year  on  the  enforcement  of  notices  requiring  repairs  to 
privately-owned  houses.  During  1959  we  recorded  889  visits 
and  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  and  secured  the  repair 
of  431  such  houses. 

The  Rent  Act  1957  has  continued  to  be  instrumental  also 
in  securing  repairs  to  tenanted  properties  although  the  Act 
has  not  been  used  by  tenants  as  much  as  in  1958.  7 appli- 

cations only  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  but 
no  Certificates  were  issued  because  the  respective  landlords 
all  gave  the  statutory  undertaking  to  effect  the  necessary 
repairs  within  the  specified  period.  One  Certificate  of 
Disrepair  outstanding  from  1958  was  cancelled. 

One-door  only  houses 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  recorded  39  back-to-back 
houses  and  178  single  back  houses  in  the  district.  These 
houses  contain  one  entrance  door  only  and  it  is  our  aim  each 
year  when  the  opportunity  arises  to  try  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary improvements  to  such  houses  if  the  dwellings  are  capable 
and  worthy  of  such  expenditure  being  incurred. 

Slum  Clearance 

Owing  to  the  restricted  house  building  programme  very 
little  action  was  possible  under  slum  clearance  in  1959.  We 
did,  however,  secure  the  demolition  of  26  houses  whose 
families  had  been  re-housed  in  1958  and  the  closure  of  six 
other  unfit  houses  which  became  vacant  during  the  year. 

My  statistical  report  is  as  follows : — 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  5 

No.  of  other  unfit  houses  demolished  21 

No.  of  unfit  houses  closed  under  Order  6 

No.  of  families  displaced  2 

No.  of  persons  re-housed  4 

1 he  above  results  would  appear  to  be  a mere  trifle  for  a 
full  year’s  work  on  slum  clearance  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Council’s  five  year  programme  was  actually  com- 
pleted in  1958 — two  years  ahead  of  schedule,  and  when  the 
new  programme  is  eventually  launched  I am  convinced  that 
it  will  be  pursued  with  the  same  enthusiasm  and  vigour  as 
in  the  past  to  prove  that  this  authority  is  still  one  of  the  most 
active  in  this  area  in  the  eradication  of  its  slums. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
SUPPLIES  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Meat  Supplies 

The  two  slaughterhouses,  Birkinshaw’s  at  Darton  and 
Brown’s  at  Mapplewell  continued  to  be  used  for  the  slaughter 
of  food  animals  during  1959.  Most  of  the  meat  supplies 
came  from  animals  slaughtered  in  neighbouring  districts  but 
the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  different  animals 
slaughtered  within  the  Darton  urban  district  in  1959  together 
with  the  weights  of  meat  and  offal  of  such  animals  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Inspection  of  Animals  Condemnations 

Slaughtered  Meat  (lbs.)  Offal  (lbs.) 


Bullocks  

336 

270 

1,345 

Heifers  

349 

330 

1,363 

Cows  

80 

650 

567 

Calves  

8 

— 

— 

Sheep  

804 

— 

394 

Pigs  

166 

27 

77 

Totals  

1743 

1277 

3391 4 

The  following  table 

is  inserted  at 

the 

request 

of  the 

Ministry  of  Health: — 

Cattle 

Sheep 

(excluding 

and 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

685 

80 

8 

804 

166 

Number  inspected  

685 

80 

8 

804 

166 

(a)  ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

92 

16 

— 

31 

25 

inspected  infected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tuberculosis 

13.4 

20.0 



3.9 

15.1 

(1))  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

29 

5 

— 

— 

2 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

4.2 

7.5 





1.2 

(c)  CYSTICERCOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Milk  Supplies 

There  are  eleven  milk  producing  farms  in  the  district, 
ten  of  which  supply  milk  in  bulk  to  either  the  Co-operative 
Dairies  or  the  Express  Dairies  (Northern)  Ltd.,  whose  heat 
treating  plants  are  outside  the  district.  The  other  farm 
bottles  its  own  milk  and  it  is  sold  locally  as  Tuberculin 
Tested. 

All  milk  which  is  sold  retail  throughout  the  district  is 
Designated  milk  and  must  therefore  be  retailed  in  sealed 
containers  only.  Main  sources  of  the  supplies  to  Darton  are 
from  the  two  firms  previously  mentioned  who,  either  direct 
or  via  dealers,  retail  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  milks.  Nine  dealers  appear  on  our  register  who 
deliver  milk  from  door  to  door  but  there  are  also  22  shops 
and  mobile  grocery  vans  who  retail  Sterilised  milk.  1 here 
are  no  dairies  or  licensed  producers  of  heat  treated  milk 
in  the  area. 

Designated  Milk  Licensing 

Dealers  licences  for  sales  of  Pasteurised  milk 7 

Dealers  licences  for  sales  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  2 

Dealers  licences  for  sales  of  Sterilised  milk  15 

Supplementary  licences  for  sales  of  Pasteurised  milk  2 
Supplementary  licences  for  sales  of  Tuberculin 

Tested  milk  5 

Supplementary  licences  for  sales  of  Sterilised  milk  3 

Designated  Milk  Sampling 

As  a contribution  towards  the  safeguarding  of  public 
health  32  samples  of  Designated  milk  sold  in  the  area  bv  the 
above  distributors  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  determining  whether  or  not  clean  and  efficient  methods 
had  been  practised  in  the  production  of  the  milk.  Details  of 
these  showing  the  results  obtained  are  as  follows : — 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 
Taken 

Results 

Satisfactory 

of  Samples 

Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  

10 

10 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

4 

4 

— 

(Farm  P>ottled) 

Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

8 

8 

— 

( Pasteurised) 

Sterilised  

9 

9 

— 

Totals 

31 

31 

— 

Sampling  of  Milk  for  detection  of  Tuberculosis 
and  Brucellosis 

In  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  at  at  the  same  time  safe- 
guard the  health  of  the  people  of  Darton  in  whatever  aspect 
we  can,  we  have  taken  it  upon  ourselves  to  take  samples  of 
the  raw  milks  produced  within  or  entering-  the  district  for 
the  purposes  of  determining  whether  or  not  such  milks  are 
infected  with  tubercle  bacilli  or  with  brucella  abortus.  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  none  of  the  12  samples  taken  in  1959 
were  reported  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  to  contain 
either  of  these  organisms. 

This  is  the  third  year  in  succession  that  no  positive 
tuberculosis  samples  have  been  reported  in  Darton  and  it  is 
to  the  credit  of  all  who  have  striven  to  eradicate  this  dreaded 
disease  that  their  efforts  have  been  so  successful,  not  only 
in  our  area  but  throughout  the  whole  of  the  country. 

Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district 
but  43  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice- 
cream. All  of  them  retail  the  wrapped,  pre-packed  com- 
modity as  received  from  well-known  manufacturers. 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  different  makes 
of  ice-cream  sold  in  the  Darton  district  are  clean  and  safe 
products  we  obtain  samples  from  time  to  time  and  submit 
them  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  25 
such  samples  were  obtained  in  1959  and  reported  upon  as 
follows  :■ — 

Provisional  Grades 

1 II  III  IV 

21  2 1 1 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  one 
unsatisfactory  sample  in  Grade  IV.  One  iced  lolly  sample 
was  also  taken  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Other  Foods 

On  several  occasions  during  1959  shopkeepers,  canteen 
manageresses  and  food  vendors  have  sought  our  opinions 
on  a miscellaneous  assortment  of  food  in  tins,  jars,  bottles 
and  packets,  as  well  as  various  unpacked  foods.  As  a result 
of  this  fi  ecly  given  service  the  following  foodstuffs  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  destroyed: — 
Canned  and  packeted  foods  ....  109  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  foods  20f  lbs. 


Total  ....  129f  lbs. 
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Food  Premises 

A satisfactory  standard  of  food  hygiene  was  maintained 
throughout  1959  in  the  many  and  varied  food  premises  in  tlu 
urban  district.  Informal  warnings  to  offenders  when  found  to 
be  contravening  food  hygiene  legislation  have  continued  to  have 
the  desired  results  so  that  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take 
statutory  action  during  1959. 

Flic  following  table  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  food 
premises  in  the  district  and  the  number  of  inspections  made  to 
same  : — 

No.  of 


Numbers  and  types  inspections 

of  premises  made 


14  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

sausages,  potted  meat,  preserved  foods  etc 30 

18  butchers'  shops  94 

80  general  food  shops  177 

43  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  44 

12  school  kitchens,  works  canteens  etc.  17 

13  bakehouses  63 

15  fried  fish  shops  54 

2 slaughterhouses  449 

27  public  houses  and  clubs  6 

55  travelling  shops  and  vans  hawking  food 54 


Food  Hawkers 

The  numbers  of  persons  and  premises  registered  continues 
to  grow,  and  although  there  are  55  hawkers  and  14  premises  on 
our  registers  not  all  of  them  continue  to  retail  in  the  area. 

Two  hawkers  had  to  be  threatened  with  the  refusal  of 
registration  certificates  and  the  consequent  prohibition  of  their 
trading  in  this  District  before  they  finally  succeeded  in  bringing 
their  carts  up  to  a satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Duties 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  all  household  refuse  contained  in  4.745  refuse  bins,  the  cleans- 
ing of  three  cesspools  and  two  privy  middens,  the  sweeping  and 
gully  emptying  of  nearly  30  miles  of  non-county  roads  and  the 
collection  of  salvage.  Intermittent  duties  also  arise  like  tipsoil 
spreading,  tip  fencing,  depot  and  vehicle  maintenance  and  snow 
clearing  of  roads  and  streets  in  wintertime.  The  keeping  of  the 
necessary  records  throughout  the  year  facilitates  the  preparation 
of  the  following  paragraphs. 


21 


Staff  and  hours  worked 

Eighteen  men  and  a foreman  are  employed  working  a 44 
hour  live-day  week  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  hours 
actually  worked  totalled  36,583 i but  2,215  hours  were  lost  owing 
to  annual  holidays  and  a further  2, 7261  hours  were  lost  through 
sickness  and  other  causes.  The  latter  figure  is  4231  hours  less 
than  last  year. 

Two  boiler  suits  are  issued  to  every  man  each  year  as  pro- 
tective clothing  and  when  engaged  on  snow  clearing  each  man  is 
equipped  with  gum  boots.  Leather  gloves  and  eye-shields  are 
also  available  to  the  the  men  who  find  it  necessary  to  use  same 
in  their  work. 

Vehicles 

The  department  operates  three  seven  cubic  yard  Dennis 
refuse  vehicles  and  a Dennis  multi-purposes  vehicle  which  is 
used  mainly  for  street  sweeping,  cesspool  and  gully  emptying. 
All  are  painted  alike  in  a dual  tone  of  maroon  and  battleship 
grey  and  each  driver  takes  a pride  in  looking  after  his  vehicle. 
15,646  miles  were  travelled  by  the  vehicles  in  1959. 

Depot 

The  Cleansing  Depot  is  situated  fairly  centrally  to  the  whole 
district  at  Barugh.  It  comprises  a large  garage  with  mechanic’s 
workshop,  a messroom,  two  storerooms  and  a paper  baling  shed. 
In  1959  the  telephone  was  installed  and  the  remainder  of  the  yard 
was  asphalted.  Being  all  electric  in  lighting  and  heating  we 
consider  that  we  now  have  one  of  the  best  depots  for  its  size  in 
this  locality. 

Refuse  Tips 

Controlled  tipping  was  practised  on  our  refuse  tips  during 
1959.  Dar.ton  Main  Tip  was  used  for  the  disposal  of  refuse 
collected  in  the  Kexbrough,  Haigh  and  Darton  localities,  Blacker 
I ip  for  the  refuse  collected  at  Mapplewell  and  Staincross  whilst 
the  refuse  from  Gawber,  Barugh  and  Higham  was  disposed  of 
either  on  the  canal  bed  or  on  a tip  provided  for  us  by  a local 
farmer  at  Barugh.  T am-  pleased  to  report  that  we  have 
adequate  tipping  space  for  several  years  to  come. 


Street  Sweeping 

1 he  department  is  responsible  for  the  sweeping  of  eighty 
non-county  roads  and  streets  with  a sweeping  distance  of  approx- 
imately 27  miles.  During  the  sweeping  of  each  street  every  gully 
in  that  street  is  also  cleansed.  There  are  some  850  street  gullies 
altogether. 
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The  street  sweeping  team  unfortunately  are  far  too  often 
drafted  to  other  duties  in  the  cleansing  department  which  prevents 
a regular  and  frequent  street  sweeping  service  being  adhered  to. 
Nevertheless  547  street  were  swept  and  4.610  gullies  emptied 
during  1959. 

Constant  efforts  are  always  being  made  to  encourage  the 
people  to  be  more  litter  conscious.  In  addition  to  the  siting  of 
24  advertiser-owned  litter  bins  the  Council  purchased  twelve  of 
their  own  in  1959  which  were  sited  in  Council  estates  but  these 
numbers  are  far  from  adequate  as  an  effective  coverage  for  the 
whole  district.  Anti-litter  posters  have  also  been  displayed 
throughout  the  district  but  the  biggest  effort  made  on  anti-litter 
in  1959  was  our  organising  of  an  anti-litter  poster  competition 
amongst  the  schoolchildren  which  was  very  successful  indeed. 
Unfortunately  it  did  not  receive  the  press  publicity  which  it 
deserved  because  of  the  Printers’  Strike  which  occurred  at  that 
time  and  which  prevented  the  publication  of  newspapers. 


Public  Cleansing  Costs 

Expenditure  incurred  by  the  department  during  the  financial 
year  was  £8,924/15/1  Id.  on  wages  with  a further  £l,727/2/6d. 
for  costs  of  petrol,  vehicle  and  depot  repairs,  tools  and  equipment, 
rents  and  rates,  insurances  and  miscellaneous  items. 


Salvage  details 

The  total  income  derived  from  the  sales  of  waste  paper  was 
£1 ,168/17/0d. — £99/1 1 /3d.  less  than  last  year  owing  to  a reduc- 
tion in  the  selling  price.  188  tons  1 2f  cwts.  were  recovered 
altogether,  slightly  more  than  in  1958.  £497/5/5d.  was  paid  to 

the  workmen  in  bonuses  leaving  a net  income  to  the  Council  ol 
£671/1  l/7d. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  FOR  REPORT 
F actories 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  T give  below  a table  summarising  the  work  done  in 
connection  with  factories. 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of  ; 

PREMISES  Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

3 

19 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

29 

103 

2 

(in')  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers?  premises)  

1 

3 

Total 

33 

125 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were 

found. 

No.  of  cases 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  in  which 


PARTICULARS 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  ... 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

39 

17 

— 

— 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

1 

1 



, 

Total 

42 

18 

1 

— 

— 

No  outwork  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  is  carried  on  in 
the  District. 


The  least  satisfactory  conditions  are  usually  found  in  the 
small  factories  where  such  menial  work  as  keeping  the  work 
rooms,  toilets  and  yards  clean  is  often  overlooked.  However, 
by  a combination  of  exhortation  and  persuasion  an  adequate 
standard  has  generally  been  maintained. 

The  Fire  Service  Department  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  continue  to  give  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  for 
which  I have  pleasure  in  recording'  my  appreciation,  in  our  work 
of  issuing  Certificates  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

24 


Cinemas 

The  standard  of  hygiene  at  the  two  cinemas  continues  to  be 
good,  and  I am  pleased  to  observe  that  1 have  not  received  any 
complaints  from  patrons  about  this  matter  for  many  years. 

Pet  Animals 

There  is  only  one  shop  registered  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951.  *\o  contraventions  were  found. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Three  hairdressers  and  barbers  were  added  to  our  register 
during  the  year  but  this  was  merely  because  new  proprietors  took 
over  existing  businesses. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  continues  to  be  quite  satisfactory 
in  all  the  13  hairdressers  establishments  on  our  register. 

Business  Premises 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  various  types  of  business  and 
other  premises  in  the  area  as  recorded  at  the  end  of  1959. 


No.  of  Factories  33 

No.  of  Shops  146 

No.  of  clubs  and  public  houses  27 

No.  of  Farms  (3  not  occupied)  35 

No.  of  Chapels,  Churches  etc 21 

No.  of  Schools  9 

No.  of  Cinemas 2 

No.  of  Rusiness  Premises  53 


Farms:  Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  of  Agricultural  Workers 

Most  farms  are  adequately  provided  with  sanitary  conven- 
iences for  their  farm  workers. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  privy  which  was  used  by 
the  workers  at  one  farm  was  converted  into  a pail  closet,  and  the 
owner  of  another  farm  agreed  to  construct  an  external 
watercloset. 

Two  farmers  who  formerly  employed  labour  no  longer  do 
so,  and  therefore  they  are  not  now  under  an  obligation  to  maintain 
sanitary  conveniences  for  workers. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

At  the  end  of  the  year  12  slaughtermen  appeared  in  our 
register  as  l>eing  tit  and  proper  persons  to  hold  a licence  to  stun 
animals  intended  for  food. 
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Health  Education 

For  many  years  past  1 have  been  pleased  to  accept  invitations 
from  local  organisations  to  address  their  members  on  the  duties 
of  a public  health  inspector.  In  order  to  give  added  interest  to 
my  talks  L began  to  take  photographs  of  the  many  and  varied 
aspects  of  my  work  so  that  I could  stress  the  points  I made  with 
illustrations  of  actual  local  conditions.  I was  delighted  therefore 
when  the  Council  agreed  to  purchase  a projector  and  screen  to 
assist  me  in  my  efforts.  This  equipment  has  proved  invaluable 
to  me  and  1 regard  the  Council’s  action  as  a major  contribution 
during  1959  in  the  vital  matter  of  Health  Education  which  wil1 
be  continued  for  many  years  to  come. 

Office  Work,  Meetings  attended  etc. 

No  Annual  Report  of  work  done  by  the  staff  of  a public 
health  inspector’s  department  would  be  really  complete  unless 
mention  was  made  of  the  duties  performed  inside  the  office. 
Records  have  to  be  kept,  reports  have  to  be  prepared,  letters 
written,  telephone  calls  made  and  new  legislation  studied.  Not  a 
small  part  of  our  duties  is  spent  in  interviewing  callers  and  when 
we  record,  as  we  have  done  in  1959,  that  350  interviews  were 
granted,  it  is  readily  appreciated  that  quite  a time  is,  of  necessity, 
spent  inside  the  office. 

54  meetings  had  to  be  attended  during  the  year,  not  only 
those  of  the  Council  and  its  Committees,  but  some  which  took 
us  out  of  the  District,  such  as  those  held  by  the  Clean  Air 
Advisory  Council,  the  Rodent  Control  Workable  Area  and  the 
public  health  inspector’s  branch  meetings,  at  which  technical  and 
educational  matters  are  dealt  with  to  help  keep  us  up-to-date  in 
our  work. 

Summary  of  Visits,  Inspections  and  Work  done  during  1959 


Dwellings 

Re  general  defects  351 

Re  Hooding  and  drainage  430 

Re  ashes  accommodation 98 

Re  closet  accommodation  35 

Re  infectious  diseases  75 

Re  filth  and  vermin 81 

Re  Visits  with  Housing  Agent  6 

Re  offensive  accumulations  27 

Re  yard  paving 1 

Re  moveable  dwellings  44 

Re  Slum  Clearance  jg4 

Re  Improvement  Grants 5 


Re  rodent  control  205 

Re  overcrowding  3 

Re  Certificates  of  Disrepair  49 

Re  water  supply  4 

Re  food  poisoning  24 

Re  faeces  sampling  26 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  ?2 

Food  Premises 

Registered  food  preparing  premises  30 

Butchers’  shops 94 

General  food  shops  177 

Slaughterhouses  449 

Re  milk  sampling  31 

Re  food  condemnations  6 

Bakehouses  63 

School  kitchens,  cafes,  canteens  17 

Re  ice-cream  sampling  17 

Fried  fish  premises  54 

Public  houses  and  clubs 6 

Travelling  shops  and  vans  54 

Ice-cream  premises  44 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  4 

Business  Premises 

Re  smoke  abatement  39 

Re  toilets,  etc.  at  public  houses  2 

Re  rodent  control  128 

Re  toilets  etc.  at  cinemas  9 

Pet  shop  1 

Factories  with  power  107 

Factories  without  power 18 

Hairdressers’  and  Barbers'  shops 22 

Factories  re  fire  escape  certificates 5 

Farms — Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare)  35 
Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  49 

General 

Re  cleansing  and  salvage 507 

Interviews  350 

Rodent  control,  Council  properties  432 

Meetings  attended  54 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  ....  10 

Drains  tested  65 

Houses  disinfested  6 

Faeces  samples  taken  relating  to  food  poisoning  ....  93 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  24 


27 


T.B.  milk  samples  taken 9 

Pasteurised  milk  samples  taken  10 

T.T.  milk  samples  taken 4 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  milk  samples  taken 8 

Sterilised  milk  samples  taken 9 

Sanitary  Survey  134 

Anti-litter  Drive  32 

Ice-lolly  samples  taken  1 

Water  samples  taken  4 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  221 


I end  my  report  with  an  expression  of  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Council  and  in  particular  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support  of  my  efforts  to  safeguard 
public  health  throughout  the  year  1959  and  for  the  loyalty  and 
co-operation  of  Mr.  Sutton,  the  additional  public  health  inspector. 
Miss  Martin,  my  clerk/typist,  has  again  worked  in  her  usual 
completely  capable  manner  and  1 would  like  to  place  on  record 
my  thanks  to  Mr.  P»est,  the  foreman,  and  members  of  my  staff 
in  the  Cleansing  Department  for  the  parts  they  have  played  in 
maintaining  the  usual  efficiency  in  the  public  cleansing  service. 

Penally  1 wish  to  record  with  pleasure  the  happy  co-operation 
which  Dr.  Barnes  and  myself  continued  to  practice  throughout 
the  year  which  once  again  proved  so  successful  in  the  perform- 
ance of  our  respective  duties  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
Darton  urban  area  who  we  so  gladly  serve. 

T am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant. 

IRVINE  FIELDHOUSE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
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SECTION  V 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


F. 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  If  ARNES,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 

M.  JACKSON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 
S.  G.  A.  H ENRIQUES,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Clinic  Medical 

Dr.  C.  B.  Ball 
Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough 
Dr.  H.  W.  Gothard 
Dr.  G.  Ingram 
Dr.  J.  Leishman 
Dr.  K.  Mathers 


Officers: 

Dr.  W.  G.  S.  Maxwell 

Dr.  N.  M.  Piercy 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier 

Dr.  L.  Taylor 

Dr.  J.  W.  Whitworth 


Health  Visitors: 


P.  M.  P.  Adkins  (Miss) 
(App.  1.10.59) 

M.  Baker  (Miss) 

B.  Clarke  (Mrs.) 

(Res.  10.6.59) 

1).  Gibson  (Mrs.) 

A.  M.  Harston  (Mrs>.) 
M.  E.  Lee  (Miss) 


M.  Lloyd  (Aliss) 

G.  M.  Lodge  (Airs.) 

F.  A.  Manley  (Mrs.) 

B.  Swift  (Miss) 

C.  Totty  (Mrs.) 

1).  Westemian  (Aliss) 

F.  H.  Whittlestone  (Miss) 

A.  M.  Widdison  (Mrs.) 


Clinic  Nurses: 

E.  B.  Alullin  (Miss)  D.  Hodgson  (Mrs.) 

(App.  20.7.59)  (App.  6.7.59) 


Visitors : 

E.  Beever  (Airs.) 


Tuberculosis  Health 

M.  Mellor  (Miss) 

Midwives : 

M.  A.  Collins  (Mrs.) 

(App.  1.4.59) 

D.  Crossley  (Miss) 

B.  Fitzpatrick  (Mrs.) 

C.  M.  Hill  (Mrs.) 

B.  Horsfield  (Airs.) 

1.  O.  Kilner  (Mrs.) 

Home 

M.  Allen  (Airs.) 

V.  Beech  (Mrs.) 

(App.  17.5.59) 

H.  Biegalski  (Mrs.) 

(App.  14.9  59) 

E.  Brooks  (Airs.) 

F.  G.  Cartwright  (Mrs.) 

N.  C.  Crofton  (Aliss) 

E.  Cross  (Mrs.) 

R.  Edwards  (Mrs1.) 

A.  C.  Goldthorpe  (Mrs.) 

(Res.  Feb.,  1959) 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker: 

M.  Webster  (Mrs.)  (Res.  31. 12.59) 


M.  Marsland  (Airs.) 

D.  Newton  (Airs.) 

E.  Parkes  (Mrs.) 

E.  A.  Staley  (Airs.) 

M.  Walters  (Mrs.) 

E.  Ward  (MrsO 
M.  Wroe  (Airs.) 

Nurses: 

K.  M.  Hanson  (Mrs.) 

M.  Jones  (Airs.) 

(App.  17.1.59) 

M.  McConnell  (Mrs.) 

H.  Padgett  (Airs.) 

B.  Parker  (Mrs*.) 

R.  E.  Scott  (Aliss) 

J.  E.  Sowerby  (Airs.) 

(App.  Jan.,  1959,  Res.  Sep.,  1959) 

F. .  A.  Walker  (Miss) 


Mental  Health  H ome  Teacher: 

E.  Harrott  (Airs.) 


Speech  Therapist: 

S.  Holmes  (Airs.) 

Duly  Authorised  Officers: 

I Hyland  (Air.)  H.  Nettleton  (Air.) 

Senior  Clerk: 

L.  S.  Wrigg  (Mr.) 
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DIVISIONAL  REPORT 


Vital  Statistics 

I have  compiled  a comparative  table  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  each  of  the  County  districts  comprising  Division  No.  25, 
which  I feel  may  be  of  interest  to  each  separate  authority  in 
assessing  how  they  stand  in  relation  to  the  local  figures  generally. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  divisional  area 
in  1959  was  1,307.  This  is  equivalent  to  a crude  birth  rate  of 
17.0  per  1,000.  There  were  27  stillbirths,  giving  a stillbirth  rate 
of  20.2. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  divisional  area,  after  the  addition 
and  deduction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  736  giving 
a crude  death  rate  for  the  division  of  9.6.  You  will  notice  in  the 
table  that  this  is  lower  than  any  of  the  other  figures  given  for 
individual  districts,  but  the  other  figures  show  adjusted  rates. 
Unfortunately,  no  adjusted  rate  is  available  for  the  division. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  26  infant  deaths  in  the  division  during  the  year, 
of  which  14  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period.  This  gives  an 
infant  mortality  rate  for  the  division  of  19.9. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics 

I give  a table  showing  the  figures  for  vaccination  and  immun- 
isation during  1959.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  in  six  of 
the  seven  districts  vaccination  against  Smallpox  has  risen  quite 
sharply,  so  that  the  total  for  the  Division  is  now  50%  as  compared 
with  36%  during  the  previous  year.  In  five  of  the  seven  districts 
immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  has  shown  an  improve- 
ment, so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  81  6%  of  the  under-one 
population  had  been  immunised,  compared  with  74%  during  the 
previous  year.  The  position  with  regard  to  Diphtheria  immun- 
isation is  a very  complicated  one.  There  is  an  overall  drop  of 
7%  in  the  total  immunised  and  in  the  main  this  shows  an  increase 
in  the  pre-school  numbers  and  a corresponding  decrease  in  the 
school  figures.  During  the  year  64%  of  the  under  one  population 
were  immunised  against  Tetanus. 

During  the  year  much  of  the  Department’s  time  was  again 
taken  up  with  both  first  and  second  doses  of  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination,  and  separate  tables  are  provided  showing  the  position 
during  and  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives  was 
626,  and  during  the  year  there  were  708  institutional  confinements. 
1'hese  figures  compare  with  704  and  618  respectively  in  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  new  cases  attending  ante-natal 
clinics  in  the  division  was  600  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  was  2,617.  Post-natal  attendances  were  272.  this 
figure  shows  a slight  decline  compared  with  1958. 


Population 

Adjusted 

Adjusted 

Registrar 

Birth 

Death 

General’s 

Rate 

Rate 

Infant 

Peri-natal 

Estimate 

per  1,000 

per  1,000  Stillbirth  Death 

Mortality 

District 

Acres 

Mid  1959 

pop. 

pop.  Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Cud  worth  . 

1,746 

8,900 

18.8 

12.2  16.9 

23.0 

22.6 

Darfield  . . 

2,018 

6,590 

22.5 

12.0  13.3 

20.3 

20.0 

Darton  . . 

. . 4,726 

14,740 

14.7 

12.3  17.7 

9.0 

26.5 

Dodworth  . 

1,857 

4,290 

14.6 

15.1  15.4 

— 

15.4 

Rovston  . . 

1,452 

8,410 

15.1 

14.2  29,6 

15.3 

29.6 

Wombwell  . 

3,850 

19,080 

15.9 

11.3  31.9 

29.7 

51.1 

Worsb  rough 

3,420 

14,740 

18.0 

14.4  11.2 

22.6 

18.7 

Rates  for 

the 

Division  . 

. . 20,099 

76,750 

17.0 

9.6  20.2 

19.9 

29.2 

(Crude) 

(Crude) 

Rates  for 

the 

Administrative 

County  . 

16.7 

12.7  20.4 

24.0 

33.7 

Whooping 

Diphtheria 

Smallpox 

Cough 

Immunisation 

Tetanus 

Vaccinat:on  Immunisation 

Years  Years 

Years  Immunisation 

District 

Population 

No.  % 

No.  % 

0-15  0-4 

5-15 

No.  % 

Cudworth 

8,900 

88  51 

136  78.5 

83.2  55.6 

96.6 

107  62 

Darfield  . 

6,590 

118  77 

126  83.2 

87.7  70.5 

99 

46  30 

Darton  . . 

14,740 

72  31 

216  94.3 

66.2  59.5 

68.2 

156  68 

1 )od  worth 

4 290 

24  36 

63  94 

70.9  63.5 

74.1 

54  80 

Rovston  . 

8,410 

71  56 

120  94.5 

75.7  60.0 

83.9 

114  90 

Wombwell 

19,080 

218  69 

260  83.7 

M2  45.9 

79.0 

247  78 

Worsbrougl 

14,740 

87  32 

163  60.2 

68.9  57.0 

79.6 

137  50 

Divisional  

Figures  . . . 76,750  678  50  1.088  81.6  72.3  56.4  79.9  861  64 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1959  — WITH  TWO  DOSES 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1959 
(WITH  THREE  DOSES) 


Distinct 

Children 

Young 

Persons 

Expectant 

Mothers 

TOTAL 

Cudworth 

621 

58 

110 

789 

Darfield 

911 

157 

49 

1,117 

Darton 

911 

290 

9 

1,210 

Dodworth  .... 

547 

21 

568 

Royston 

804 

74 

3 

881 

VVombwell  .... 

1,782 

98 

8 

1,888 

Worsbrough  . . . 

1,199 

40 

23 

1,262 

Barnsley 

Grmr  School  . 

131 



131 

Barnsley 

High  School  . . 

208 

46 

254 

Divisional  Totals 

7,114 

784 

202 

8,100 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  attendance  at  Darton  Clinic  rose  front  149  in  1958  to 
164  in  1959. 

The  attendance  at  (iawber  Clinic  rose  from  48  in  1958  to 
50  in  1959. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Most  of  the  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  division  continued 
to  thrive,  and  1,345  new  cases  attended  under  the  age  of  1 year. 
The  total  number  of  children  attending  local  health  authority 
clinics  was  2,643. 

The  local  clinic  at  Darton  continued  to  expand  and  the  attend- 
ances during  the  year  were  about  400  higher  than  the  previous 
year.  Those  at  Gawber  and  Staincross  showed  a corresponding 
decrease. 

Attendances  during  1959 

Children 
under  1 year 

Darton  2,081 

Gawber  587 

Staincross  1,483 

School  Health  Service 

L am  pleased  to  report  that  the  routine  work  of  school 
medical  inspection  showed  a substantial  increase  over  1958,  and 
this  rate  of  inspection  would  probably  keep  things  on  an  even 
keel,  but  unfortunately  does  not  make  up  for  the  back-log  of 
the  previous  years.  1 am  sorry  to  say  that  I cannot  report  the 
position  as  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

The  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  school  health 
service  during  the  year. 


Children 
1-4  years 

1,371 

400 

954 


TOTAL 

3,452 

987 

2,437 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS 
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MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS  SCHOOL  CLINICS 


No.  of 

Total 

No.  seen 

District 

Children 

attendances 

by  doctor 

Cudworth 



— 

248 

Darfield 

80 

86 

93 

Darton 

28 

40 

263 

Dod  worth 

17 

21 

36 

Royston 

91 

143 

185 

Wombwell 

30 

37 

96 

Worsbrough 

485 

528 

77 

Speech  Therapy 

No.  of 

Total 

Children 

Attendances 

Cudworth  

7 

97 

Darfield  

2 

34 

Darton  

10 

181 

Dodworth  

2 

27 

Royston  

5 

110 

Wombwell  

14 

277 

Worsbrough 

7 

124 

Wombwell  Special  School 

Darfield  

1 

13 

Darton  

2 

41 

Wombwell 

2 

47 

Barnsley  Borough 

2 

48 

Health  Visiting 

The  staffing  position  with  regard  to  health  visitors  remained 
relatively  unchanged  from  the  previous  year.  The  total  number 
of  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  was  33.020. 
of  which  20,058  were  made  to  pre-school  children.  6,707  visits 
were  made  to  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

As  in  other  spheres.  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  took  up  . 
great  deal  of  the  health  visitors’  time  during  1959,  and  1 feel 
that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  we  must  consider  if  such 
routine  work  could  not  be  done  by  some  lesser  qualified  person. 
It  is  not  generally  realised  that  the  health  visitor  is  a qualified 
nurse,  a qualified  midwife  and  a further  post-graduate  certificate 
in  health  visiting. 

Home  Nursing 

The  home  nurses  in  the  division  made  46,963  visits  last  year. 
39,459  of  these  being  to  medical  cases.  6,690  to  surgical  cases  and 
586  visits  were  made  to  Tuberculosis  patients.  These  figures  all 
show  a decline  compared  with  previous  years.  I would  not  like 
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this  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  home  nurses  are  under- 
employed, but  it  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  change  in  the 
nature  of  their  work.  Previously,  many  of  their  visits  were 
accounted  for  as  visits  for  injection,  particularly  of  antibiotics, 
nowadays,  many  antibiotics  are  given  quite  satisfactorily  by 
mouth,  and  do  not  require  the  visit  of  a home  nurse.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  number  of  aged  general  nursing  cases  ha 
increased,  and  consequently  much  more  time  is  being  spent  per 
case. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  provide  a service 
mainly  for  the  elderly.  The  proportion  of  the  time  tended  to 
the  aged  of  65  years  and  over  increased  slightly  to  91.5%  of  the 
total  hours  expended.  The  total  number  of  Home  Help  cases 
was  663,  and  these  cases  received  a total  of  103,941  hours. 
This  compares  with  589  and  98,880  hours  respectively  in  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  of  hours  rose  by  about  6r/t 
in  1959. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Mental  Deficiency 

A.  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defective  and  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  during  1959  : 


Number  in  which  action  was  taken  on  reports  by  : 

Under 
16  yrs. 

M.  F. 

i.  Local  Education  Authority: 

a.  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school  2 1 

b.  On  leaving  Special  School  ....  — — 

c.  On  leaving  Ordinary  School  4 2 

ii.  Police  or  bv  the  Courts  — — 

iii.  Other  sources  (transfer  from 
other  districts,  re-ascertainments, 

etc.)  — — 


Over 
16  yrs. 

M.  F. 


1 — 


1 1 


6 3 2 1 


3b 


B.  Particulars  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  1959  : 


Under 

Over 

16 

yrs. 

16  yrs. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

i. 

By  reason  of 

death  

1 

— 

1 — 

ii. 

De-classified  . 

...  ,,,,  ••••  ....  •••• 

— 

— 

— 

iii. 

Removal  to 

Mental  Deficiency 

Hospitals  - . 



1 

— 

3 

iv. 

Transfers  to 

other  districts 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 5 

C.  Particulars  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1959  : 


Under  Over 

16  yrs.  16  yrs. 

i\r.  F.  M.  F. 

i.  Statutory  Supervision  18  19  61  62 

ii.  Voluntary  Supervision  — — 17  22 

iii.  Under  Guardianship  — — — — 

iv.  On  Licence  from  Mental  Defici- 
ency Hospitals  — — — — 

18  19  78  84 


Training  Facilities  for  Mental  Defectives 

Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  etc.  : 

Centre  Supervisor  Under  16  yrs.  Over  16  yrs. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Wombwell  ....  Mrs.  E.  Large  ....  7 11  4 3 

Hemsworth  ....  Miss  Porter  ....  13  2 — 

Barnsley  C.B Miss  Smith  ....  5 1 2 4 


13  15  8 7 


At  present  there  are  37  mental  defectives  in  the  Division 
who  are  under  16  years  of  age,  and  1 am  happy  to  report  that 
28  are  in  full-time  attendance  at  Occupation  Centres;  and  of  the 
remainder  3.  due  to  physical  as  well  as  mental  disability,  are 
unable  to  be  catered  for  at  the  present  time ; 3 are  in  employment 
and  3 are  still  in  attendance  at  ordinary  school  and  will  be 
catered  for  at  the  beginning  of  1960. 

As  a result  of  the  opening  of  the  Occupation  Centre  at 
High  Green  the  5 mentally  handicapped  attending  the  Wombwell 
( )ccupation  Centre  were  withdrawn  in  November  and  the  ovei^- 
crowded  position  was  alleviated.  There  is  only  provision  tor  27 
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at  the  Wombwell  Centre,  and  now  there  are  26  in  attendance, 
but  the  remaining  vacancy  will  be  taken  at  the  commencement 
of  1960  by  a child  who  is  in  the  course  of  notification.  Also 
vacancies  have  been  created  at  the  Barnsley  Occupation  Centre, 
but  as  all  the  children  are  at  present  catered  for  1 have  not  been 
able  to  utilise  the  places. 

The  most  pressing  need  now  is  for  adequate  adult  full-time 
training  facilities  and  I have  put  forward  proposals  to  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  for  adaptations  and  extensions  to  the 
existing  Centre  at  Wombwell.  and  1 am  given  to  understand  that 
the  proposals  in  principle  have  been  accepted.  I am  now  await- 
ing decisions  as  to  the  suitability  of  building  plots  and  the  general 
extent  of  the  proposed  extensions.  1 had  visualised  an  adult 
female  unit  covering  domestic  and  general  duties  training,  and  an 
adult  male  unit  covering  carpentry  and  more  general  forms  of 
training.  At  present,  there  are  44  females  and  27  males  who 
could  be  adequately  catered  for  by  the  proposed  extensions, 
although  out  of  this  figure,  38  females  and  13  males  are  at 
present  in  attendance  at  Occupation  Centres  and  Group  training 
classes  or  by  visits  by  the  Home  Teacher.  f5  males  so  far  do 
not  participate  in  the  Training  Scheme  and  parents  have  not 
been  pressed  on  the  matter,  as  the  majority  have  attended  school 
up  to  the  age  of  15  years,  and  possibly  would  react  so  unfavour- 
ably to  the  available  training  facilities,  i.e.  rug-making,  basket 
work,  stool-making,  knitting  etc.,  that  they  would  not  entertain 
an  adult  centre  when  it  is  available. 


Group  Training 


Facilities  for  training  adult  mentally  handicapped  who  are 
unable  to  attend  Occupation  Centres  are  provided  by  Group 
Training  Classes  held  in  various  parts  of  the  Division,  or  in 
case  of  physical  handicapped  or  domestic  commitments  by  home 
visits. 

J here  are  four  classes,  and  many  of  the  adult  mentally 
handicapped  attend  all  classes  and  are  issued  with  travel  vouchers. 
Classes  are  held  in  the  following  districts  : 


Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 


9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 


Darby  and  Joan  Club,  Royston 
(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Parish  Hall,  Wombwell. 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Ambulance  Hall,  Worsbro’  Bridge. 
(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 
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During  the  year  2 males  and  21  females  attended  Group 
training  classes  and  a further  3 males  and  10  females  attended 
spasmodically,  depending  on  their  physical  condition  and  in  the 
event  of  their  non-attendance  they  were  visited  by  the  teacher 
who  gave  home  tuition. 

Again  thanks  are  due  to  the  Parent’s  Association  who  during 
the  year  have  given  financial  aid  towards  a Pantomime  Trip,  a 
Day’s  Outing  to  Mablethorpe  and  a half  a day’s  outing  to 
Millhouses,  Sheffield. 

Wombwell  Occupation  Centre 

During  the  year  there  was  a time  when  the  Wombwell 
Occupation  Centre  was  over  strength,  but  with  the  withdrawal 
of  5 mentally  handicapped  children  from  Division  22  the  number 
of  children  is  now  25.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups 
attending  : 

5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  15  16  +16 

yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs. 

Males  1 — 1 3 — 1 1 — — — — 1 3 

Females  — 1 — 1 — — 1 — 3 2 12  3 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  children  from  Division  22  it  was 
possible  to  re-route  the  special  bus  to  cater  for  the  children  in 
Wombwell.  which  has  ensured  the  attendance  of  those  who  did 
not  attend  regularly  because  of  physical  handicap  and  the 
inclement  weather.  It  has  also  been  found  possible  to  admit  2 
non-ambulant  mentally  handicapped  children  this  year,  but  it  is 
felt  that  the  Supervisor  and  her  staff  will  not  be  able  to  adequately 
manage  further  physically  handicapped  until  such  time  as  the 
West  Riding  Dental  Department  vacate  the  two  ground  floor 
rooms  which  are  at  present  at  their  disposal. 

A new  advent  at  the  Centre  is  that  the  Rector  of  Wombwell, 
Canon  Adkins,  is  now  attending  the  Centre  weekly  to  give  non- 
denominational  scripture  lessons  which  are  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  staff  and  enjoyed  by  the  children. 

Thanks  again  are  due  to  the  Parents  Association  who  have 
provided  the  Centre  with  a Cine  projector;  the  Wombwell  Rotary 
and  Inner  Wheel  who  organised  a five-day  Whitsuntide  holiday 
for  13  of  the  mentally  handicapped  at  Scarborough. 

The  staff  and  children  had  their  Annual  Day’s  Outing  in 
July  and  a successful  Open  Day  was  held  at  the  end  of  July. 
Instead  of  holding  a Nativity  Play,  the  Children  and  Staff  gave 
a musical  shortened  version  of  “Red  Riding  Hood’  and  a Carol 
Service  at  the  Parish  Hall  and  150  parents  and  friends  were 
present. 
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It  is  with  pleasure  that  I have  to  report  that  Miss  Thornton, 
an  Assistant  at  the  Centre,  has  been  accepted  on  the  Course  for 
Training  of  Teachers  of  Mentally  Handicapped  run  by  the 
National  Association  for  Mental  Health  held  at  Manchester. 

As  a matter  of  general  interest,  1 set  out  on  the  next  page 
the  disposal  of  all  mentally  handicapped  on  the  Supervision 
Register  for  the  whole  area. 

Accommodation 

During  the  past  year  9 cases  have  been  admitted  to  Mental 
Hospitals  for  short-stay  periods,  and  again  this  facility  was 
appreciated  by  the  parents  as  it  enabled  the  family  to  have 
holidays  which  they  otherwise  would  not  have  been  able 
to  manage. 

2 adult  females  were  admitted  as  informal  patients  to 
Hospital  due  to  the  death  of  parents,  and  one  boy  was  admitted 
to  Hospital  on  a probation  order  with  a condition  of  residence 
in  a Hospital. 

18  patients  who  were  in  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  under 
order  have  been  discharged  during  the  year  and  re-admitted  on 
an  informal  basis. 
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DISPOSAL  OF  MENTALLY  HANDICAPPED  ON  THE 
SUPERVISION  REGISTER  FOR  THE  WHOLE  DIVISION 
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t Female  aged  over  16  years  is  at  present  receiving  mental  hospital  treatment ; she  previously  received  group  tramin 


Mental  Health  After-Care  Service 

Particulars  relating  to  discharges 
from  Mental  Hospitals  during  the  year. 


Storthes  Hall 
Stanley  Royd 
Middlewood 
Scalebor  Park 


(Vol.)  (Cert.) 

Section  1 Section  16 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

14  26  12  15 

10  1 

2 — 1 — 


Totals  ....  26  27  13  15 


Deaths 
M.  F. 


6 4 

1 1 


7 
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One  of  the  main  features  under  the  new  Mental  Health  Act 
is  the  development  of  an  adequate  service  to  cover  all  mentally 
disordered  persons,  whether  or  not  they  have  been  in  hospital 
and  1 can  foresee  in  the  not  too  distant  future  a much  closer 
liaison  with  Mental  Hospitals,  General  Practitioners  and  this 
Department  to  ensure  a fully  comprehensive  after-care  service. 

1 attended  a meeting  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  areas 
covered  by  the  Catchment  Area  of  Storthes  Hall  Mental  Hospital 
convened  at  Storthes  Hall,  when  the  question  of  mutual  co- 
operation was  thoroughly  discussed  by  the  Local  Authority  Staffs 
and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  Staff.  A further  Meeting  of  Duly 
Authorised  Officers  and  Mental  Health  Social  Workers  was  also 
convened  at  Storthes  Hall  when  further  discussions  on  future 
policy  were  held.  With  these  discussions  and  the  future  polic} 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  1 am  hopeful  that  the  after- 
care service  will  prove  of  real  worth  to  the  community  as  h 
should  ensure  a complete  co-ordination  of  service  incorporating 
the  General  Practitioner,  the  Mental  Hospitals  and  the  Local 
Authority. 

Mental  Health  Exhibition 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  small  Exhibition  staged  in 
1958,  an  Exhibition  covering  the  whole  of  the  Mental  Health 
Service  was  staged  at  6 Victoria  Road,  Barnsley,  on  the  4th 
December,  1959.  Considerable  help  was  given  by  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board  by  loan  of  photographs,  Granada,  by 
supply  of  literature;  Dr.  Bruce,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of 
Storthes  Hall,  by  his  kindness  in  allowing  2 members  of  his 
staff  and  4 patients  to  attend  to  illustrate  Hospital  Occupational 
Therapy;  the  Supervisor  of  the  Wombwell  Occupation  Centre 
and  the  Home  Teacher  by  preparation  of  Exhibit  stands  and 
their  help  in  general. 
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Unfortunately,  due  to  the  very  inclement  weather  conditions, 
attendance  was  affected,  although  approximately  200  visited  the 
Exhibition.  One  of  the  main  features  was  a him  show  covering 
Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency.  1 was  most  pleased  to 
see  Mr.  Roy  Mason,  M.P.,  Mr.  E.  Wainwright,  M.P.,  Dr.  J. 
Eeiper,  the  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Dr. 
Bruce,  Superintendent  of  Storthes  Hall,  and  also  the  organised 
parties  of  pre-nursing  students  from  the  Eocal  Technical  College. 
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